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Actual Dates: Mar.-Apr. 1880?, Feb.-Aug. 1881 (bulk Feb.-Apr., 1881). 

Part of: American Numismatic Society, Early Correspondence, 1858-1908. 

Main Recipient: ANS President Prof. Charles E. Anthon 

Main Subject: Coin value inquiry letters sent in response to a “Numismatic Curiosities” article which 
appeared in “The Sun” on February 7, 1881, in which the ANS is mentioned as the premier society for 


coin collectors in New York City. 


Noted Documents: 
* The “Numismatic Curiosities” article which appeared in the “The Sun” [Feb. 7] 


'Numismahe Cuncsihes’ orhde 
From (The Sun found 1A envilope 
MEA orn Coin value iggy \erers 


Sent 1A PeSzORSe To tk. 


[No Coin ING Iries Found in enuelape.| 


Feb. 7, 'B8\ 
































































‘ge ON UMISMATIO CURLOSITIES largest price for in proportion tothe first cost 
, is a copper cent of 1794 in good order. By good 


fun ‘Prices for Kare Coins ana Medalse—a | Order I mean the date distinct, not defaced by 

as.) Sliver Bollar Valued at $1,000. being worn in the pocket, and free from rust. 

, . For sucha coinI would pay $20. There are 

.. Somebody recently started a falge report | other pieces worth more money, but they are so 

that the American silver dollars coined in 1878 | farce that it is woll nigh impossible to obtain 

Wore worth $2 each, = eee of their B-—What coins are vor more poner, ? ‘ 

scarcity and the efforts n co! rs to se- r. B.—If youecan find mea silver fifty-cen 

iece of 1804 I will give you your own price for 

sure them. The result was that dealers in coins Ts for the yery reason that Ihave a number of 

were deluged with offers to sell imens of | persons who would pay a large price for the 

that coin and with inquiries as to whether the | Durpose of completing a cabinet collection. 

F —Is there any truth in the statement th 

ssh report was true. Some time-ag?% similar game coins are worth five hundred or a thou- 

story was circulated with reference to the coin- sand sonar e NE Bahiaen én int 

age of cents in the United States Mint in 1814, r, B.—in the old coln bus : y 

other, there are rings for the purpose of con- 

It was alleged that in that year there was a dis- | trolling the intecasts of speculation. If those 

honest workman, who was detected in the act rings aes we marks fo Shaix advantage 

. of stealing a quantity of gold. In order to ee WAH OU Sis DUR WOSULGE Ty cee anen pe 

screen himself from punishment and dispose etoile hee oe ey Aa a 

of the evidence of his crime, he hastily threw | part of the country coins are in demand which 

' his stolen gold into a crucible of molten copper Ln section have no value at all, and vice 

un 8 was eb aed = ran ta , P H,—Would you kindly give me the dates of 
workman’s secret had become known, an at | coins for whic 6re is.a premium offere 

; ciel, Mr, B.—1793, 1796, 1799. 1804, 1806, 1809, 1811, 

the pennies of 1814 yore being bought up to | 1458 °i757 large, and 1856, small, These dates 


extract the goid from them. a z arefor copper coins, and they all command a 

~ Some idea of the extensive interest taken in | premium corresponding to the Gnality of th 

_— the collection of coins and medals may be gath- eG fee nee | puree are Tk 
~ ered from the fact thatin the year 1880 there | worth $50. 

, were thirty-seven sales of coin collections in the R.—When was the first money coined ? 


The total value of the Mr. B.—The first American money was the 


city of New York alone. ine tees Bhilli : re 
, se ee shilling, coined in 1652. For fifteen 
sales was about $50,000. When to this is added a aarn they were Ba coined under the same date, 
the sales by regular dealers the total value of a if a 2a a Ey en Reo te HE, 
now when it w ‘ 
, thesales of coins and medals foots up $100,000 a many in this part of the country. so they are 
\ year. Besidesthe Numismatic on of New worth pat about four or jive dollars. , P 
York, of which. Prof. Antlon is President, .—Are thore any tricks in the trade 
‘ —., fo na Mr. B.—Fraudsa! Yes.. In the year 1815 there 
whieh has been ten yours ih 6xiste ee, there | ore no cents manufactured. It being just after 
are lesser societies in other cities, and there is | the war of 1812, the Government had not settled 
a growing interest inthe subject. The litera- | down to business, and the mint made but very 
ture of the subject is extensive, and d@eoin col- | little money.’ Some persons ignorant of this, 
lector’s journal is published in this ety. Scott | and anxious to make a coliection. offer large 
Co, say they have the names of njore than | sums for a coin of this date, 


pplerpsted. ve hg pene mPa ay ee 8 of aoe 3 = sé = 

ese collectors have standing orders for cer- as been altered so as to almo. 

tain pieces which they need to complete Again, the silver dolar of 1804 

collections. The traffic is so extensive that | and counterfeiters have 

there is a distinct market value for every | coin very similar to the original, 
are goin. and oD a ee a IE Be Ea : 

ferent stages of preservation. ewear an , : 

' tear of ages reduces the value of a coin because SHIPKEEPERS DISSATISFIED; 
the distinctness of the impression becomes —_—- : ae 
defaced. Thus it not infrequently happens | Perllous Service and Low Wages—Stories of 





: that one impression of a coin maybe worth Life on the River, 
twice as much as another impression of the : il bee ty 
game coin. rTeetton. tena There is a good deal of dissatisfaction and 
— Ing over a large collection the er day, : j ee 
> we reporter asked: What ia the @ldest coin some talk of » strike among the regular ship 


have? keepers or watchmen along the Hast River, 
rhe Bree an @elna coln dating ( are ee They say that their pay has been redueed by | 
re Christ. Itis a didra . one of tie principal firms, Van Hoesen & Bro., 
coe ee tee aamuuke ctieaie?. How. is | from $1.50 to $1.40 for each night watch. They 
that? Does not a coin become more yaluable | complain that the reduction is unreasonable, 
according to its ago?” are Man: de. | 22d say thatthe charges for watching vessels 
recom- | have lately been increased by the firm. The 

at least | firm is responsible for losses, but the men say | 
¢ for 75 | that when anything is stolen from vessels in 
2? || their charge, its value, or the’amount paid for 
bis and tra- | it, is deducted in small sums from their wages. 
indgare au- | ‘Phe duties of these watchmen are by no 









thenticated. There sre socisties 


| 

New York. but in Philadelphia. B 1, Pitts- | Means light. Thoy are ‘constantly harassed by | 

| a. f pT a glechag erro & Soy river thieves, whose dangerous enmity they are | 
—— ' bloin authenticating an, ancient coiithan any ae eae desu He Sesh ey nay mee reine ts 

ae object of antiquity. a? eep a close watch upon vessels, but also to 

lave you any specimens of the "Widow’s | look out for themselves. The positi 
| Eee er eeare re. Here ieacoin | Denty othardchius and dangers. 
: y an ae | “Itell you, sir,” said an intelligent old wateh-- 


issued by Portius Pilate.’ * 


ou have never found any of the silver | man toa Sun reporter, “theso river thieves are 
pieces for which Joseph was sold?” _ : 
“No, there would be. no means of identifying | ® bad set. Some of them would think no more 
hem, iat aad es ei coe or eee of killing a man and throwing him overboard 
6 Silver for whic as betrayed his | than most people would think of drowning a 
Master was coined money. The f the ; 
art of coining isa fair index of edad of | Kitten. They are utterly reckless, and commit 
a — pine oe only ta serops on the boldest robberies.” They always travel 
UnKS of Sliver or other metal. Then the | armed, but never fight except when cornered 
stamps were made. “atte ye . F 
made ts All outine ieee , othe ee ae They believe that a good race is better than a 
coins are perfect all over, the ornamental part | bad fight, and as they are mighty smart oarsmen, 
covering the rim as wellas the facas, Some of | and have so many queer hiding places, they can 
the medals that have been coined to commem- | easily getaway. It is quite a common thing for 
orate yarious events are the mogt beautiful | them to come alongside a vessel and, with first- 
specimens of die cutting. There jg naturally } class tools made for the purpose, coolly go to 
more scope for the artist to produce a design | work and strip the copper from her side, Itis 
onamedal. Here is a beautiful medal struck | astonishing the damage they do toa vessel wh 
in 1830 to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary | they get a chance at her even for a short tiny 
of the independence of Belgium. Phere is one | They have often actually stolen a whole suit ¢- 


_— gf 1637, The subject is the seige of Bredain | sails. When a ship has a valuable cargo, suc. 
6 Netherlands, Here isa double crown with | as sugar or coffee, thoy manage to find out the 

the portrait of Ferdinand III. and his wife. | watchman that is engaged before he goes on 

The original value was $2; it is nowworth $15.” | board and try to bribe him. ‘They tell him that 

1." What are the chief coins of the United States | the maty is‘ all right,’ and all they want is the 

that are worth more than their face yalue?” | | watchman to be ‘all right too, and then all 

x Jone silver dollar of 1794, with flowing hair, | hands can make.a stake. In the same way the 

\ 4g worth $15. The silver doilar of 1804 is worth mates of vessels aro told that the watchmen are 

Q OO “he sites clalban, hi’ _Of conrse there must be some ras- 
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es ortotton ind sugar stalks,’ 
“Tf this is worth $1,000, it would 


ati a 


- asthe 4 a> eer 
» ANnOTriginal balf dollar atr¥ese bythe | ooh GUO, 9. Vite orbs | Spe 
‘rate States in 1861 is worth 4980p. The | tho cairo 3S eS a Tied 
ardehiot i796 t S2yand j regular coopers, or feliows W ¥ 
ee ae ate stator | bale ann pia Sugtna, at aay 
ieces of anc are worth $1.50 each, 7 4 
he dimes of 1796 are worth 50 eants; of 1797, | get to business. The tops Ot Slag ree 
1798, 1800, 1801, 1802, 1808, and 1804) are worth | skilfully removed: ais ee Se eee apenas 
$1 cach. In some eases there haye Yeen differ- | tribute some sugar; ane at Dts ain, and no 
ent issues of the same coin in the game year. | tion the tops are carefully put in oe Bee toad 
Ono issue may be a rarity, and the gther issue | trace is left of the robber mee noue ane ea 
may bo plentiful, be obly way tojdetermine | focp carried away, teistho sime, with oe 
the value is to see what a piece wills or. . = } 
half dimes, an issue of 194 is worth $1; of | The bags are opened, and Hasea igloo 9 
1796, 1797, 1801, 1803, and 1805, $1 gach. ‘he each bag, This is aes Hi 4 hed spon 
most valuable balt dime is of the issue of 1802, | have an understanding we fn toasted 
which is worth $12.75. Three-centeilver pieces | watchman, whose Interes i oo ehiae on | 
from 1863 to 1868 are worth 25 eents each. | robbery; but when they are doing t e. oe 
Those of 1873 are worth 60 cents each.” their own hook, of course they are os £0 par 
“ How about the famous liberty pennies ?” ticular—they simply break open. 6 thoy! pe rac, 
“There are many varieties, and their value itch in, and get away as rapidly : D rs He 
yet ha from 10 ere to $10, eocomng to 4 a Ai ys enok. of course, wher 
erfectness of the stamp. There are severa e 3 i 
<inds of the issue of 1798. One has long flow- About four or five fie k Ee a pang of rlyer 
ing hair, and the reverse bas a chain with thir- | thieves used to liye under pha ta 2 rs 
teen links. Another kind basa liberty cap and | wharf at tho foot of Cour oun e AEE seein iress 
a wreath on the reverse. Another kind haga | body knows the number o were Eiby, Berge 
liberty cap and wreath of a different device. | in and out of their residence. o> eb 
Tho rarest nickel penny is the eagle of 1856, | planked a little over hizh water mark, an Bin y 
which is worth 50 cents. The newspapers | took good care to make themseélyes com ie eT 
made so much fun of the device that it was | ble, They used to sleep and ee aig a 
withdrawn from circulation very soon, and is | night one of their boats might a chi ar 
now searee. The most valuable half cent is the | out from the spiles and gliding o ste ag 
fseue of 1705, which ig worth $5,, The half cont | aoe nar dock was a mighty unhealthy placa: 
ssues of 18386, f , an are wor sel, oes .. 
each. The half-cent issues of 1881, 1841, 1844, | forstrangers. Of course I don’t mean to say 


and i846 are worth $1 each. The hall cents of | that anybody was ever murdered there. but 
1840, 1842, 1845, and 1848 are worth $1.50 each.” | hayea kind of a suspicion that many & poor 


* Tow about American gold pieces ?” fellow who was laid out somewhere else ¢ 
“ Many are worth more than their fdee. Tho | thrown off thatdock, We find too many oa 
$20 of 1849 is worth $50. All the $10 cald issues | bodies in the water, especially in the summer 
from 1795 to 1801 are ata premium olffrom 50 | time. They can’t be all cases of accidental 
ients to $2. Mostof the$5 gold pigces from | drowning, Very likely the police know of that: 
1795 to 1807 are at a premium of 25 cagts to $1. | gang under the old dock; but what could they 
Pha price varies according to the coinhge, with | do? They might as well try to eatch dock rats, 
the large or small eagle used in th intin When river thieves are pursued on water | 
those years. One stamp of $5 goldcoiMof 1815 | and are getting overhauled—a thing thatsel- 
4g worth $25. A $3 gold piece of 1875 Is worth | dom happens when a rowboatis chasing them— 
34. Many of the quarter eagles are &ta pre- | or when thoy catch a glimpse of the poli 
mium of 50 cents to $1. A$1 gold pieda of 1875 | steamboat and are in danger of being captured 
Sells for $2.” : they make fortheshore, The boat always be~ 
* What is the most valuable modern goin?” longs to some fellow in the gang who outwardly 
“Tt is a Confederate States silver dollar, which | follows an honest living, and he always knows } 
Binge at $1,000. There were onlyafew of | just where to find her, because thethioves never } 
“hese coins struck, The Confederate Govern- | let a boat go adrift. To make her fast is the 
tent had the dies made, anda few coins were | workof a second. When any of the booty 4 
a a} 



































































































































‘Struck at the New Orleans Mint for th@ inspee- | left in the boat, the owner of her innocent 
found, | complains next day thathis boat was stolen, a 






















gion of the Confederate officials. The } 
owever, that they had ro silver, and RO more | afterward he pretends to make the discoy 
tyere coined. Jeff Davis says that hehad one | that she was used to carry off stolen goo¢ 
ef these coins on his person when he was cap- | Then he wants to know how he could help 
tired, but Some one took possession pf it—he | laments the loss of time in looking for his 
does not know who. Possibly it may Bein cir- | and tells the police that if they would min 
culation yet asa genuine coin of tha United | their business better and keep away from gre 
States. Onesideof tho coin was in faet made | elevators, his boat wouldn’t be stolen by th 
with a regular die used in the New Orleans | riverthieves. Itell yon these fellows are cut 
Mint to strike off United States silver/dollars. | they cover their tracks well, and they haye 
The other side was specially doyised for the | cheek enough to carry them through any 
purpose, The legend reads: ‘Confederate | No doubt some of them get caugh 

tates of America.’ There is a shield, with | killed.and you will be surprised 
bars and seven stars, surmounted by @ liberty | you that some of them get rich— 











ath Ak Ak Rn * REE sn eee ie 


cap. The shield is enclosed bya wreg 





r Are HATG Akers, and when they aren 
ay better | ing or prowling abe t they are g 
to counterfeit itthana genuine coin?® among each other. oT ever find one ? 
“No; a counterfeit would be easily detected.” | without an old pack of cards in ono pocket 
Then as a matter of fact one offhé most | a bottle of whiskey in another. Sometimes the 
whiskey is drugged foragreen watchman, __ 
It willbe a bad business if the watehmen | 
strike, forthen the thieves will have both free 
trade and protection.” : 
A reporter called at the office of Van Hoesen & 
Bro., in South street, and was told that the firm 
5. . 5 had no apprehension of a strike among tha) 
“” How about political coins ?”” shipkeepers, although there had been soma 
There are some very curious onesithat are | grumbling over the reduction of their pay. 
celebrated, like the English coin that The firm had to reduce expenses, owing to their 
to the couplet, * Cooing and billing like Wi great responsibility and increased losses. If 
and Mary ona shilling.’ The most the watchman they send to a vessel turns out to 
in the history of American coin is i beathief, oris knocked overboard, they have | 
that was issued to signalize the oppositi to take the consequences and pay for the’ 
2nd support of the United States Bank ig Jack- | slolon property. The increase of their charges: 
son’stime., Both the fricnds and opponents of | for watching has been in operation for some 
Andrew Jackson issued coins, and gom@of the | months, and has reference to steamers only. 
devices and inscriptions wore very funny Sim- | It was really more of a transfer than an in-| 
ilar coins were issued in Van Buron’stime. All | crease, for it wiped away their former oo 
these things are valuable in forming 4m osti- | charges for watching eargoes. Their losses 
mate of the height of political feeling Bt that | are due to the operations of the river thieves. 
time. Theysay that the North and East Rivers aro | 
What are the most valuable collections in | swarming with river thieves, who hayeso many | 
New York?” loopholes of escape that itis extremely diffi- | 
The Numismatic Society hasa yerg large | cult to catch and conyict them. , ; ; 
éollection, whieh is kept very close, A number = 4 
of members have collections of value, * ; : A 
Ooin- collectors are not necessarilye-Wealth) Ginna ee 
men. Many are clerks or schoolboys y 
spare change is constantly devoted to th 
ect, There is ono man well known iniNew 
York as a collector of gold, who is said to aye | 
‘at least $60,000 worth, Yet, if you were tasee 
him in the street you might ask him to 
ida ash barrel if you wanted to hire 
° 










recent coins is worth very much mor@than the 
Oldest coins you have?” 

“Yes; here is a Cromwell shilling thi 
worth $10. Hero is an Athens tetr 
which is worth only $10, though it is $00 years 
old.,, Here is one about 500 years older, worth 








































































d s) 
4 









or that purpose, Among the chief colladtic 
t Now York city besides those of Prof thon | tail in BS 
b office ¢ 


and the Numismatic Society are those DE ay we [ae enonse " th rome en 
+ $s a dressé ¥ ’ 
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Thomas Addis E ty ~AG 
Bushnell. and Rb. SI ee 


WE ANNUAL ELECTION for 13 
: s, the Sixth Ay. Railroad Co, wiil be held at Nee 
ann, San Fr i at ae corner on st) on estas Feb. 8, from 



















sting information MOORE, Seoret 
al given above, a ; 
Aland, last Thursday's Isgue of tha  _‘Renl Estate. va, 
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JA ABM in Fernanaina, Fla., for sale; fa 
and 800 acres land, part in timber 

Jough; has been cultivated for early vege 
ork market, Inquire at 190 Water st, 
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™ the State, and persons locking for homes 
among us, find it full of items such as they want, 

Hoping to hear from you, = = ~ 
——+—Very Trly,—_R. A. SHOTWELL, 
C Ratzian, N. 0. . __Ep. & Pro. 
















5 


WHAT THE PRESS SAY:--" The Farmer and 


Mechanic is doing a vast deal of good for North Carolina.”"— 
San Franvisco (Cal.) Rural. “Contains the fullest summary 
of North Carolina news we get.’—New York South, “Capt, 
Shotwell’s paper is incomparably the best of the kind in the 
fouth.”—Bentonville (Ark.) Advance. “A handsome paper, 
well arranged, well edited.”—Richmond Planter. “One of © 
the very best weeklies in the South.’’—Reidsyille ‘Times. 
“Few papers, if any, show so mech pains-taking work.”’—The 
Presbyterian. ‘Always fresh and original.”—The (Baptist) 
Recorder. ‘One of our most valued exchanges.’’—Raleigh 
Daily Observer. “ Ditto, ’"—Tarboro Southerner, “For a 
good, newsy, literary weekly, it is hard to beat.”—Kinston 
Journal. “Has taken a very high position in North Carolina,” 
—Warren News “In every respect first-class,”"— Winston Re- 
publican, ‘No family should be without it.”’—Greensboro Re- 
eee “Without a superior in the State.’—Fayetteville 
snner. 


